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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the recitation "a 
minus" should be changed to read -a negative pressure-. Also, the recitation "air 
passage the passage in the body" should be changed to read --air passing the passage 
in the body--. Appropriate correction is suggested. 

2. Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: the recitation "the 
connecting seat two provide" should be changed to read -the connecting seat to 
provide-. Appropriate correction is suggested. 

3. Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: the recitation 
"laterally" should to be changed to read -laterally-. Appropriate correction is 
suggested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "the hollow stub" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Application/Control Number: 10/800,745 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3751 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1 and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Curtis et al. (6755207). 

Regarding claim 1 , the Curtis et al. reference discloses a joint for a fluid 
transferring or pumping device (Fig. 10). The joint includes a body (14 in Fig. 2) 
having a trough (the interior portion defined by wall 52) defined an upper portion 
of the body, an insertion (at 64) longitudinally extending from a lower portion of 
the body and adapted to be inserted into an opening (18) of a container (13), a 
passage (defined by the interior space of elements 72 & 74 as shown in Figure 
12) defined in and extending through the body, a through hole (defined by the 
interior space of elements 66,84 as shown in Figure 16) longitudinally defined in 
the body, wherein the passage is adapted to be connected to a compressed air 
source and a negative pressure is caused in the container when the compressed 
air passes through the passage in the body (arrow 86A and 78). The joint also 
includes a connecting seat (the portion defines by the wall 58H) including an 
insertion inserted into the trough in the body, and a hollow connector (53,63) 
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extending from the connecting seat. The hollow connector communicates with 
the through hole in the body and adapted to connected to a hose (15) that 
extends into a container or pail receiving fluid for being pumped (arrow 98 & 100) 
when the compressed air passing the passage in the body. 

Regarding claim 4, as schematically shown in Figure 12, the passage is T- 
shaped. The T-shaped passage includes a first path laterally extending through 
to body and a second path communicating with the first path and the interior of 
the container. 

Regarding claim 5, the insertion (at 64) of the body also includes a hollow 
stub (at 70) extending therefrom and communicating with the passage in the 
body. As schematically shown in Figure 13, the hollow stub (at 70) has a 
threaded outer periphery that is provided to connect to an automatic stop device 
(at 91). 

Regarding claim 6, as schematically shown in Figure 10, the body 
comprises a tapered sealant (from elements 64 to 60 & 62) mounted around the 
insertion of the body. The diameter of the sealant gradually reduced relative to a 
distal end of the insertion of the body for providing airtight effect when the 
insertion of the body is inserted into the opening of the container. 

8. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Curtis et al. 

(6755207). 

Regarding claim 2, the Curtis et al. reference discloses a joint for a fluid 
transferring or pumping device (Fig. 13). The joint includes a body (13,14 in Fig. 
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2) having a trough (at 18) defined an upper portion of the body, an insertion 
(55,56,67,68B) longitudinally extending from a lower portion of the body and 
adapted to be inserted into an opening (32) of a container (12), a passage 
(defined by the interior space of elements 72 & 74 as shown in Figure 12) 
defined in and extending through the body, a through hole (defined by the interior 
space of elements 66,84 as shown in Figure 16) longitudinally defined in the 
body, wherein the passage is adapted to be connected to a compressed air 
source and a negative pressure is caused in the container when the compressed 
air passes through the passage in the body (arrow 86A and 78). The joint also 
includes a connecting seat (the portion defines by the wall 52) including an 
insertion (the portion defined by element 64) inserted into the trough in the body, 
and a hollow connector (53,63) extending from the connecting seat. The hollow 
connector communicates with the through hole in the body and adapted to 
connected to a hose (15) that extends into a container or pail receiving fluid for 
being pumped (arrow 98 & 100) when the compressed air passing the passage 
in the body. As schematically shown in Figure 17, an O-ring (62) is mounted 
around the insertion of the connecting seat to provide an airtight effect between 
an outer periphery of the insertion of the connecting seat and an inner periphery 
of the trough in the body. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 3 and 8-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

10. Claim 7 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure and could be used to formulate rejections if needed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khoa D. Huynh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4888. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-3:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine Yu can be reached on (571 ) 272-4835, The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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